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UNEMPLOYMENT

AT WOU

SPIKES

Reductions to student and faculty
employment have occurred all over campus
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu

Digital Media Manager

Last April, Oregon’s unemployment numbers skyrocketed from 4%
to 14.7% and has since settled to 7.9% as of September, according to
deptofnumbers.com
Western has also experienced a spike in unemployment; all
departments at Western have had jobs permanently removed, and each
funded area has been temporarily limited to the amount of students
they are able to hire.
In January 2020, Western’s Board of Trustees discussed potentially
removing faculty jobs from campus due to steady decline in revenue.
“It was exacerbated by COVID-19,” said Public Service Librarian
Janeanne Rockwell-Kincanon.
Many departments on campus — such as Student Recreation, the
Child Development Center and the Hamersly Library — have all
experienced employment reductions, totaling approximately 68 unfilled
positions with a majority coming from Campus Recreation.
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SUBMISSIONS
THE WESTERN HOWL
encourages readers to share
their opinion through letters to
the editor and guest columns.
Submissions must be typed and
include the writer’s name. Contact
information will not be published
unless
requested.
Unsigned
submissions will not be printed
and original copies will not be
returned.
Letters to the editor may be
up to 300 words and guest columns
should not exceed 500 words.
THE
WESTERN HOWL
does not guarantee the publication
of all letters or columns. THE
WESTERN HOWL reserves the
right to edit for punctuation,
grammar, and spelling, but never
for content.
Please bring submissions to
THE WESTERN HOWL at Terry
House or email to howleditor@
wou.edu. Submissions must be
received by Monday at 5 p.m. to be
considered for print.
All opinions expressed in
columns, letters to the editor
or advertisements are the
views of the author and do
not necessarily reflect those of
THE WESTERN HOWL
or
Western Oregon University.

The Press temporarily suspends services.

We’ve got spirit, howl about you?
Western organizations prepare for socially distanced spirit week
Sydney Carpenter | News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu
During non-pandemic years, there is usually a spirit week in October
that is dedicated to Western’s homecoming football game. Throughout
the week, students could participate in various activities such as the
carnival, Paint the Town Red, the powerpuff game, a bonfire and Paint
The Wolf. Due to COVID-19, some of these in-person events have been
cut this year to ensure student safety.
Adapting to the current situation, Student Engagement and the
Student Activities Board have planned various online programs and a
few in-person activities that abide by social distancing guidelines in an
effort to keep the tradition of spirit week.
Paint the Wolf: For this outdoor activity, students will participate in
repainting the weathered WOU logo located on Church street.
Pop Culture Trivia Night: During this online event, students will
be quizzed on various pop culture topics present in our society. The
winner will receive free spirit gear.
Wolf Royalty Voting: Homecoming Court and Wolf Royalty are
traditions at Western. Each year, two first-years, sophomores, juniors
and six graduating seniors are nominated to Homecoming Court. Two
of the graduating seniors are then nominated to Wolf Royalty.
@thewesternhowl

Movie Night: If this outdoor activity is approved, SAB plans on
announcing Western Royalty as well as putting on a movie for students.
WOU school spirit compilation: This activity is done over the week;
students upload photos or videos to Instagram, tagging @student_
engage to show ‘what Western means to them’. The winner receives free
Western merchandise.
Downtown Scavenger Hunt: For this in-person event, students will be
given a list and asked to find all the items in downtown Monmouth; the
winners get free Western swag.
For in person events, SAB and Student Engagement are not
requiring students to sign up. When people arrive at the events, they
will be asked to sign their name at a table for contact tracing purposes if
an outbreak occurs at Western. Additionally, senior biology major and
SAB director Kayley Arpaia confirmed that there will never be more
than 100 students at the in-person events, but students are still required
to stay six feet apart and wear masks.
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“THE

DEVIL ALL
THE
TIME”:
A REVIEW

“The Devil All the Time” is a captivating and symbolic
movie that will enthral you
Brianna Lelieur
Entertainment Editor | blelieur20@wou.edu
Released on Sept. 11, “The Devil All
the Time” is a new Netflix adaptation
of the book written by Donald Ray
Pollock ⏤ who also narrates the film ⏤
and is directed by Antonio Campos. It’s a
captivating, violent and symbolic movie
that shows people’s continual plight with
good and evil. Warning, this movie does
contain content some viewers may find
graphic or disturbing.
Right off the bat, this movie drops you
into an unforgiving world where it seems

everyone is running away or battling
their inner demons. Bill Skarsgård’s
character, Willard Russell, projects his
strong Christian beliefs onto his son,
Arvin Russell, played by Tom Holland.
He teaches him that the world is a sinner,
and that they need to be punished for the
things they’ve done. Later on, Willard’s
wife dies of cancer, and Willard proceeds
to take his own life. This throws the
audience straight into a whirlwind
journey with Arvin, as we see him grow

up to live a life much like his father’s.
I had never heard of “The Devil All
the Time” prior to watching the movie,
so I definitely was going into it blind.
I was intrigued by the key influence
of Christianity throughout the movie,
as it was what shaped the entire plot.
The characters in the movie believe, to
some extent, that they hold an influence
over “good” if they simply pray hard
enough, or if they can make a sacrifice
to God. An impactful quote referencing
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this is Donald Pollack stating, “God
had a tendency of asking men to make
sacrifices in order to prove their faith.”
The character’s continually deal with
the plight of extremism in Christianity
during the movie, and they’re willing to
go to any length to prove their faith.
The main complaint from critics
— that it is hypocritical — has been
bothering me since watching the movie.
However, that’s one of the key points to
keep in mind when watching “The Devil
All the Time.” Due to its very religiousbased themes, hypocrisy is common
throughout the movie because it’s a sin
in the Bible. The whole movie is about
being a sinner.
One of the things that stuck with
me throughout the movie, was the
development of Arvin. Over the course
of the movie, we see him go from a
timid boy who keeps his head down
to defending the honor of his kin and
starting a vicious crime spree. I viewed
him as one of the only characters that
truly was not hypocritical, because from
the beginning Arvin knew who he was;
he knew he was a sinner. This allowed
him to not do the things he did in the
name of God or for religious reasons. He
was simply just a human, who was dealt
a bad hand in life and acted solely out of
revenge and survival.
Overall review: I would recommend
this movie a million and one times.
While it starts off slow, it progressively
gets better. It definitely captivates you
with the beautiful cinematography
and intense plot. This book-to-movie
adaptation was astoundingly well
executed.
Photo courtesy of idmb.com

Nine years after the novel’s publication, Antonio Campus brings this psychological thriller to life.
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SOUP-ERIOR
TOMATO
SOUP
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Contain
the stain
Hacks for getting out common stains
Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
Photo by Allison Vanderzanden

Classic recipes always taste better when they are homemade.

Simple and savory homemade soup
recipe to try at home

Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
Nothing beats a savory soup on a chilly evening. This easy roasted tomato soup
recipe hits the spot, especially when paired with a classic grilled cheese sandwich.
ROASTED TOMATO SOUP
Start to finish: 55 minutes
Servings: five
3 pounds Roma tomatoes
½ small onion
¼ cup olive oil
2 tablespoons minced garlic
1 teaspoon kosher salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
1 can evaporated milk
½ cup grated Parmesan cheese
3 tablespoons fresh basil
2 tablespoons tomato paste
1 teaspoon sugar
Preheat the oven to 400ºF. Halve tomatoes and place cut side up with the onion on
a rimmed baking sheet. Drizzle with oil and add garlic, salt and pepper. Stir to coat
well. Roast for 40 to 50 minutes, just until starting to brown.
Place in the blender and puree until smooth; leave the lid cracked slightly so the
steam can escape. Add evaporated milk, cheese, basil, tomato paste and sugar.
Puree until smooth once more, then taste and adjust seasoning to preference.
Serve immediately and eat as is, or make a grilled cheese to dip in.
Recipe courtesy of thereciperebel.com.

Household items can make great stain removers.

Stains are always a hassle to deal
with, especially stubborn substances
like coffee and grease. But all stains can
be conquered; here are some easy tips
for removing common stains.
For coffee and tea spills, start by
flushing the stain out from the inside of
the garment with cold water. If there is
still residue after several minutes, take
some liquid laundry detergent or dish
soap and dilute it with water. Gently
rub this mixture into the stain, let it sit
for five minutes, then rinse from the
back of the stain. Launder as usual.
When grease gets on fabric, grab a
cloth and some dish soap. First, blot as
much oil out as possible. Then, pour
dish soap directly onto the stain and
work it in with the cloth. Dish soap
will cut through grease just as it does
on dishes. Let the soap sit for a few
minutes, rinse with warm water, then
wash at the hottest setting the fabric
can handle.
For tomato-based sauces, start by

@thewesternhowl

scraping off as much excess as possible.
Next, soak the stain in cold water for
about five minutes before using laundry
detergent on a toothbrush to scrub it.
Wash normally in hot water.
Sweat stains can be treated with
distilled white vinegar, a common stain
remover. Let the stained garment soak
in a container of equal parts cold water
and distilled white vinegar for about
30 minutes. If the stain doesn’t come
out completely, mix some lemon juice
with equal parts water. Rub this into the
stain, then wash the garment as usual.
A great way to get blood out of
fabric is by using hydrogen peroxide.
After rinsing the stain with cold water,
pour hydrogen peroxide directly on
the stain. Repeat as necessary until the
stain is mostly gone, then launder in
cold water.
With any stained fabric, be sure to
check that the stain is completely gone
before tossing it into the dryer, as heat
will make the stain set.
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Adventure
is

out there

Hiking trails within an hour of Western
Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
A beautiful view from the top of Dimple Hill.

Living in Oregon offers exceptional opportunities to get out and experience
nature. According to alltrails.com, there are almost 2,500 trails to hike, bike, run
and horseback ride in Oregon — and there are dozens to choose from that are near
Western. Read on for some hike recommendations that are within an hour drive
from campus.
Baskett Slough (14 minutes away): Featuring a pond and a short climb up Mount
Baldy, this 5.1-mile trail is a beautiful hike to do, even on a cloudy day. Keep an eye
out for numerous birds as well.
Luckiamute Landing (19 minutes away): An easy walk along the Willamette River,
this 3.8-mile trail is great for anyone looking for a quick, relaxing outing.
Calloway Creek (20 minutes away): This short, 2.6-mile hike explores Peavy
Arboretum, one of Oregon State University’s research forests. Add a quick loop
around Cronemiller Lake, and check out OSU’s logging sports arena.
Davies Nettleton Loop (24 minutes away): This 6.6-mile loop offers nice forest
views throughout and a moderate 767-foot elevation gain. Customize with detours at
trails like the Old Growth Trail and the Upper Dave’s Trail for more traditional dirt
paths.

Dimple Hill (24 minutes away): When accessed via Patterson Road 600, this hike
is 4.9 miles long with an elevation gain of 692 feet, though it can be accessed from
other trailheads. The top offers great views above the McDonald-Dunn Forest and
Corvallis.
Fitton Green Natural Area (36 minutes away): This 5-mile hike caters to those
looking for some hills; there is a total elevation gain of 1,190 feet. Great views await
those who make the climbs.
Willamette Mission (40 minutes away): This state park has several miles of trails to
explore alongside two lakes and the Willamette River. Be prepared for a day-use fee,
but feel free to pack a lunch and spend a full day relaxing there.
William L. Finley National Wildlife Refuge Mega Loop (46 minutes away): A
hike with many options for customization, this 8.3-mile loop combines five trails
throughout the wildlife refuge. The serene, wet prairie landscape is home to an
abundance of bird species — perfect for birdwatching.
Be sure to dress according to the weather forecast, and wear a face covering when
passing other hikers.

Cronemiller Lake is a serene stop on the Calloway Creek hike.

@thewesternhowl
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THIS WEEK

IN COMPLETELY MADE UP

HOROSCOPES
Compiled by The Western Howl staff

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

Gang gang.

Just … go back to sleep.

haven’t had coffee yet, pls don’t talk
to me

“I wish I could, but I don’t want to.”

3/21–4/19

4/20–5/20

5/21–6/20

6/21–7/22

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

Out on lunch break, will be back
next week

As the days get shorter, you become
your true self. Embrace the dark,
baby.

No <3

Some fish can walk out of water, but
will they climb trees?

7/23–8/22

8/23–9/22

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

Hey, I hope you have a wonderful
day — you deserve it! Get out there
and DEVOUR SOME AVOCADOS.

Is it just me, or is my FBI man
listening a little too well?

Go ahead and buy that extra sticker
for your water bottle. You deserve it.

11/22–12/21

12/22–1/19

Go to bed early tonight, treat
yourself to at least 8 hours of sleep :)

1/20–2/18

WOUrd Search

2/19–3/20

Words compiled from the stories featured in issue two of The Western Howl
BALDY

PRIVILEGE

BASIL

REDUCTIONS

CHRISTIANITY

ROYALTY

DIMPLE HILL

SCAVENGER

FEMINISM

TRIVIA

HORSEBACK

UNEMPLOYMENT

JOBS

VINEGAR

MARGINALISED

WOLF

PAINT
@thewesternhowl
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STAN CULTURE
SURROUNDING POLITICIANS:

RUTH BADER
GINSBURG

Ruth Bader Ginsburg wasn’t the revered feminist
superhero everyone is suddenly remembering her to be

Stephanie Moschella
Digital Media Manager | smoschella20@wou.edu

The stan culture surrounding politicians is dangerous, it leaves high governmental powers
unchecked.

Branding Ruth Bader Ginsburg as the
epitome of feminism is an insult towards
women of color, transgender women and
women of the LGBTQIA+ community.
RBG has done little to advocate
for minorities and disadvantaged
communities; she shouldn’t be this
revered icon so many people are making
her out to be.
White feminism is a difficult concept
to explain when the people that want a
definition — so that they can exclude
themselves from it — don’t want to
listen. At the basis of it, it exists to
benefit the comfort and safety of white
women, centered around the failure to
consider other women. The lesson taught
shouldn’t be that white people should feel
guilty about being white, since nobody
cares unless you’re directly contributing
through harmful actions; what it comes
down to is that just existing as a white
person means you’re unintentionally
contributing to institutional racism even
if you don’t want to.
Skin color changes how people
perceive you, how people treat you,
how you live in this world — if you’re
something other than white, race is the
annoying younger sibling you can never
get rid of. RBG’s feminism is folded
into believing that white privilege has
ceased to exist, convincing people that
the power dynamic between whites and
people of color aren’t prevalent in daily
life. This kind of feminism is about the
erasure of how race is something that is
debilitating and tiring, something that
has to be played down by “smoothing
out” your edges. That makes her 0-1.
She has no doubt become a staple
name for women’s rights, ironically so
considering she had displayed no respect
towards survivors by supporting Brett
Kavanaugh. Despite being known as a
Chief Justice that was accused of rape,
Ginsburg referred to him as a decent and
smart man at an event hosted by Duke
Law in 2019. No matter how much of

@thewesternhowl

a cuck it makes me, I believe survivors
and their testimonies regardless of who
the perpetrator may be. So when another
woman in a high position of power like
Ginsburg speaks highly about an accused
rapist, it immediately destroys any ounce
of respect I had for her. It doesn’t matter
how much she’s “done” for women;
admiring someone who associates with
a rapist demonstrates their weak, likeminded attitude that groups them with
all of the rest of the s----y politicians.
That makes her 0-2.
Okay, so your feminist role model
defended a rapist, at least she worked
toward racial justice right? Well if that
means calling Colin Kaepernick’s protest
in support of the Black Lives Matter
movement dumb and disrepectful —
which she stated in an interview with
Yahoo in 2016 — then sign me up for the
next war. She also voted in favor for fasttrack deportations in which America can
force alleged undocumented immigrants
out of the country with little to no review
from government. This was a devastating
loss for immigrant rights and left critical
executive powers unchecked and
domineering.
While some people choose to turn
a blind eye to her racist history, there’s
no looking past an actual ruling that
was made. The Appalachian Trail gas
pipeline was a major environmental
case that allowed this 600 mile pipeline
to go through indigenous peoples’ land
and protected forests. It was an act of
cultural and ecological annihilation
considering there is only a 1% Native
American population but 13% of Natives
live in a mile proximity of the pipeline
route. Despite this, RBG still chose to
vote in favor of the gas pipeline, proving
she really didn’t give a s--t about helping
marginalized people. That makes her
0-3.
So why should we celebrate the life of
someone that has destroyed so many?
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EMPLOYMENT
REDUCTIONS
Continued from page 2

“It’s nowhere near where we would
like it to be,” said Assistant Director of
Campus Recreation Andy Main, “but
one thing I think is important that we’re
proud of is that just about every single
employee that we were hoping to bring
back for this fall we’ve gotten them their
hours back or are trying get them back.”
Additionally, due to budget cuts
and limited employment for social
distancing purposes, the Hamersly
Library and Student Recreation have cut
their operating hours by more than 66%,
while the Child Development Center has
reduced the amount of child intake by
50%.
“Because we are operating under an
emergency child care license, it requires
us to have small stable groups,” said
director Tammy Gardner. “We are doing

three groups of 10 students. Each group
has an assigned teacher and the groups
are not allowed to cross paths.”
Currently, the Child Development
Center is also receiving partial funding
from an Oregon grant called Preschool
Promise, Gardner explained. Under the
Preschool Promise, it fully pays for 18
students to attend. Qualifying students
have to be under 200% of the Federal
poverty level and the families who
submitted applications were selected by
a third party source called the Parenting
Hub of Polk and Marion County.
All departments on campus are
hopeful that the coming year will provide
better funding and increase employment
opportunities. The story will be updated
as more information is provided.

Photo by Kiara Wehrenberg

Hamersly Library social distancing and reducing seating capacity on the first floor.
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